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EDI TOROS NOTE

ifiBe a channel for the O6White Lightd to pass
in the Vedas. In this sacred statement both Jnana and Bhakti are equally imbedded i the
dVhite Lighté i s pur e \WiasadThenseekerrbecoming a channel for it to pass

through, is the highest expression of surrender, or Bhakti!

A seekerbs | ife begins wieswithsanscplseursenderr end e
and ends with full surrender at the sacred feet of the Master. For such a surrendered
sadhaka, God extends unfailing guidance - through the Scriptures, the Guruand oneobs
own Ol nner Voi cebd. One of t h evili,rushoto oneovimdb has at i o
become a channel for the 6 Wh iLti g totpdss through.

]h.

The first step towards this goal, is to read the life of Saints. The second step is getting acquainted with
their teachings. The most important third step of receiving guidance from them, then follows automatically 1
guidance that changes the course of the seekerds spiritua

Mere logical understanding and systematic explanations of spiritual theories help very little in a
seeker s | ouerotheryhand, wliem a trde seeker shares the many aspects of the Truth he longs and
l'ives for, it gives great clarity to his fellow meetthger s .
with Mahatmas -- Sages and Saints -- is a sure help for the reader to steady oneself and progress on the
spiritual path.

This book could not have been started or completed without the powerful inspiration and guidance of
Mounab Swa mi of Velpur. Al so, given his advancedcoagleshit Gane
without the active support of his closest friend, philosopher, guide Anuradha. Half the content that has been
presented -Ganesandéds reminiscences of hiMahamaswas mogssblewnlyt blecatsh e v a
of her extraordinary memory. And, thanks to her son -- Dr. Sankar J. Kausik, a practising Surgeon in America
-- a mature spiritual aspirant. He has had the opportunity and privilege of moving very closely with a few of the
Old Devotees of Sri Bhagavan, and, more especially, with some of the Sages and Saints. He extended full co-
operation throughout the making of the book.

The AHAM Center at Asheboro, N.C., U.S.A., extended whole-hearted support to host the talks that has
given shape to a major portion of this book. My heartfelt gratitude to each one of them, especially to its
Spiritual Director, Stanley Davis, Jr., and Steve Hutchinson. Also, thanks to Kumar Palaniswamy and his wife
Gayatri Devi who helped Ganesan while he was staying at AHAM Center in U.S.A. Last but not the least, |
thank Visvanathan Venkatesan and his wife Sudha for assisting Ganesan at Arunachala in the page-making of
the whole book.

Finally, to quote from this book, " Wh-itHesSat®ituaggidingass Ranm
all - the Sages and Saintsarel i ke 6éLi ght housesd throwing |light wherever
dark patches of ignorance, doubts and wrong knowledge - ajnana, sandheha, vipareedha jnana - during their

spiritual sadhana."

Ast hi s beditok dlsave been blessed and privileged to have encountered these 6 ighthouseséin
my journey through these pages. | am certain, as readers, you too will feel their light shine on you.

Suresh Kailaash

Sarvam Sri Arunachala Ramanarpanamastu

Arunachala : Drawn by Sri Bhagavan in the note -book of Kunju Swamij






FOREWORD

SWEET RECOLLECTIONS

V. Ganesan - the author of this book - is our most respected Ganesanna. He is
Ramana Bhagavandés younger brotherdés grandson. S
spending his entire childhood in the sacred presence of Sri Bhagavan. As a child, Sri
Bhagavan has fondled him, taught him, and even chided him like a grandfather. Now, we are
in a phase where all the Old Devotees of Sri Bhagavan are fast disappearing. Even a person
who has seen Bhagavan Ramana once, that too casually, has become rare and precious. At
this juncture, having someone who has lived up to his fourteenth year in the presence of Sri
Bhagavan and has lived his entire life in Sri Ramanasramam, rendering service, is indeed
invaluable. We cannot see people who have seen the Buddha or Adi Sankara, but we are
now at a time where we can still see people who have seen Bhagavan Ramana - one of the
greatest manifestations in the spiritual sphere.

So, the readers of Ganesanna should keep all the above in their mind while reading
his words.

Ganesanna has asked metowrit e a O6Forewordd to hiageshanmk o
only a child in age and experience and hence do
comment on his writings. | am recording some moments that | have spent with Anna. In this
book, he has with his own inimitable persuasion, added the story of this body also. | tried
my level best to stop him from writing about me. Instead of acceding to it, he made me
proof-read that very article! | surrendered myself to the divine statement, iAThy will be
doneo .

Ganesanna was familiar to me even before | came to Tiruvannamalai through The
Mountain Path. On my very first visit, | saw Anna at the Ashram dining hall receiving the
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devotees with folded hands in namaskar. After one or two years, Nataraja lyer, the librarian,

t ook me t oAndndanRamanad 06 At t hat ti me, Anna was si
Nataraja |Iyer asked Anna to t elehquihyiditho amh RP@AnNnaSTr i
asked him, AWhen a master l'i ke Sri Bh alha VVAAN t el
ASlIo--, what is your response to that?o

N: I am not mature enough to understand that.

VG: Wh o I S t h icemeso in 6betweéni you and the Ma st e sad@red
words?......Pay attention to the o616. That 1is t6h

This novel way of dealing with the Mahavakya: 6 TAT TVA&3Mn &VBédan 1?6 had
a satori-like effect on me that day. The atmosphere was silent and Arunachala was shining
in all His majesty before us. To this day, that meeting with a great devotee of Sri Bhagavan
remains very fresh in my mind.

Once | wAnantda Raman@® and Anna was al one. From o
Anna used to addmamasé omel yaas O6Then too, he was sit
reading Talks with Sri Ramana Maharshi. The very scene was inspiring. A person who has
seen Sri Bhagavan, had satsang with innumerable Saints and brought out the many
unpublished dialogues with the Maharshi, e.g., Talks, Day by Day and Letters, sitting alone
in a hermitage reading the Talks like a fresh sadhaka, was itself a sacred sight. At that time,

Anna was going through some turmoil in his life.

He suddenly said to @bherséi WRamana? el athheeortdé tah em

t hought ? IS, 6Wkatonly the Self, 6 says Sri Bhagavar
dhoughté With you --t h e AM®4 thought is unnecessary. To be without thoughts itself is
the greatest penance. To stay in the | AM Hereand Nowi s S i Bhagavands t ec¢
words sunk deep into me. It was an unforgettable satsang with him 1 listening to the

anecdotes on Sri Bhagavan, getting clarity on Self-enquiry and above all, sitting alone with
him drinking his motiveless love.

That day I told him, AAnna | dondét want to gi
medi tation. 0 Gheesaninmg stahids fA No, Ramana, you are
Bhagavan. The secret of OfF 0 AM@G atnmuislt tbhaen mma ¢-aena |

OArunachal a ¢gapadam Kcormmarament) to me so that Self-knowledge will

fl ouri sh i nsayshSri8hagavan!|Sod oo, he has given you this work. Actually all

things are only dHappeningq there is no @oingd at o aHbl di ng my hand | i
continued, AfDear Ramana! I al so wish to join yo
and gave it to me during his long periods of seclusion and mounam (silence).



He lived for long periods in mounam after retiring from Ashram work. The gate of
AnandaRamanab r emai ned strictly | ocked. I was per haj
many days, | used to read to him books like The Great Swan. Mostly he would write to me
his insights in beautiful language dripping with love. His motiveless love is something
which one seldom comes across in this world. Those who expected outer signs, failed to
see him as he appeared somewhat modern and unorthodox. They failed to notice his
genuine love and surrender to Sri Bhagavan. With all my orthodoxy and traditional life, Sri
Bhagavan made me see His child in AAnnadé For me, any person who has seen Sri
Bhagavan is worthy of worship, not to speak of Annabé who was named, touched and
blessed by Sri Bhagavan and who was born in the same family. Above all, throughout his
life he has been thinking, speaking, and writing only about the Great Master.

During the period of his rest after his heart surgery | used to visit him
more frequently and at those times, Anuradha Ma used to make me speak
on something connected to Srimad Bhagavatham and Sri Bhagavan. In
those days, Annadused to radiate and exude peace. It was not merely the
presence of a heart patient. Listening to my talks one day, he said,
-—! ARamana, you sagsamgvis mytealitreatment. When | listen to you,
“< the real healing takes place. In my youth, | had a state of altered awareness
ormRrkrishnamurthy  fOr @ protracted period. In that state, | left Mumbai and landed in holy Kasi.
v There by the Grace of the Lord, | recovered but in between | swooned and
was left as dead in a mortuary. Some Bairagis (tribals) put heated iron on my back as a
treatment. That wound became infected. In that state, my father traced me and brought me
back to Tiruvannamalai. Here, Dr. M. R. Krishnamurthy lyer (whom Sri Bhagavan used to
addr e s ®ur Ashram Doctord jreated me. Along with the medication, he used to narrate
l ot of Sri Bhagavana@&es san ac didGtaene.s a®On clenelse stori e
the real herbs that 1is doing the healingdgAnmadad n o
usual patted hi s hands on my thigh wit h!Yau areedoihg tben an
same treatment now. Ramana! My life is very enriched, very blissful. The days | spent with
the Old Devotees of Sri Bhagavan are enough for me. Only in them, did | recognize who Sri
Bhagavan truly IS. Although | had intimate contacts with Sri Bhagavan, | looked at him only
as my thaathaa (grandfather). After that, | got the love of Yogi Ramsuratkumar and now, you
are pouring |l ove on me. 0-melfinglose words were heart

It was Ganesanna who took us to all places connected to Sri Bhagavan -- like, Pachai
Amman Kovil, Pavazhakundru, Gurumurtham, and to various spots in Sri Arunachaleswara
Temple -- Vannimarathu Pillayar, lluppai tree, etc., where Sri Bhagavan had spent
considerable time. He took us innumerable times for outer and inner Giri Pradakshina,
narrating a new incident about Sri Bhagavan or significance of some sacred spot around
the Hill, leaving me in awe about how he remembered all those details about Sri Bhagavan!
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The secret behind this phenomenal &iddhi 6is nothing but his passionate love for Sri
Bhagavan.

He was very particular that Hema, Sadasiva and | accompany him to holy Kasi. He
made all arrangements for our family to stay on the very banks of Ganga at Krishnamurti
Foundation. There we had wonderful satsang with him for almost twenty days. Annadand |
have thus spent innumerable days and nights in spiritual inundation, unmindful of passage
of hours and days. Those days of great peace and joy still continue and that alone is
worthy in life. Things like name, fame and recognition from the world are worthless and
dangerous as they take us away from God.

Although | discouraged @nnad many times from writing about other Saints,
especially living ones, he wrote this book persuaded by the loving request of the Mahatma
of Velpur. Let this book help innumerable spiritual seekers is my prayer to Sri Bhagavan
from the bottom of my Heart.

These few flowers of 60 Beet Recollectionsd are offered as gratitude to Ganesanna, who
gave us so many Gems from Sri Bhagavanés Treasur

RAMANA CHARANA TIRTHA

(NOCHUR VENKATAR  AMAN)

Having darshan of Sun rising over Ganga Mata
11
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Om Namo Bhagavate Sri Ramanaya

MEETINGS WITH SAGES AND SAINTS
[ Lighthouses Guiding Seeke

INTRODUCTION

Sages and Saints have been all over the World and through all periods of human
history. Like us, they are bornwi t h t he same facul tanédf iofe 0bony:
They Ilive in the same worl d of Li&kea ug, thaycare asos 6
involved in varied activities. Then, what is so special about them ? Whoisa 6 Saged an
whoisa 6 Sant 6 ?

The dictionary gives us the following wdsefi ni
manoiA O0Sainté is a very virtuous per Wemaysakelyper s
describe the 06Sagebé or t he O6Saintd assessingctlbempl e
qgualities o f O0sidnpléispiotnyt insedddmdn| A mdy 6 c &dnspcaed s i o1
person is one in whose presence, 6Sil enceb6 Tand
inspiteof onedés | imited and turbulent &éminddo !

Although the Truth is heard and also understood, at times, it is forgotten; and,
mistakes are committed when facts face a person. Ignorance takes over Knowledge
resulting in confusion. In such dire situations, the Sage or the Saint alone can give us the
right push back t o wowmrceé&. Hence, it i's ver gatsamg s ent |
association with the wise i as often as possible.
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6 é.devotees in the Presence of Sri Bhagavané . 6.

So many hundreds of devotees who came to the presence of Sri Bhagavan, got their
overactive minds quietened, instantly. Some who had written down on sheets of paper their
many doubts to be expressed to the Maharshi, got them all dissolved by merely sitting in
his presence -- being in his proximity -- without the need to raise them, at all !

| have interviewed more than four hundred devotees who had come to Sri Bhagavan.
| had a mental questionnaire prepared with specific questions. While their answers differed
to all ot her guestions, ever yoneo6BWhennSsi Beagavano m)
looked at you, how did you feelo was the same : fil experienced a Peace that | have never
experienced before! o

Sri Bhagavan was often asked, dwHcan we remain in that state of Peace which we

experience in your presence, even after we go away from Arunachalaod . Hi s reply wi
i Eaquire, who feels the absence of Peace. Turn inwards and seek the Source. Then and
there, the same Peace i s adnadrSilenctéegeo t o all , as or

To the extent one turns within and experiences the Quietude, to that extent one is not
distracted by the World. This is your experience, undeniably, i s n 6 t Sucht ste&dy and
repeated experiences of Inner Quietude, puts one in the state of Satsang.

14



Bhagavan Ramana, while going through ancient Hindu texts brought to him for his
elucidation, selected five verses extolling the virtue and indispensable worth of the
greatness of the Sages and Saints. | quote them

The first two verses are :

o/n the company of S ages, attachment vanishes, and with attachment,
Hlusion. Freed from illusion, one attains sta bility and thence Liberation while

7

yet alive. Therefore, seek the company of sages . 0

oNot by listening to preachers, nor by study of books, not by meritorious

deeds nor by any other means can one attain that Supreme Stat e, which is
attainable only throu gh the association with the S ag es and the clear quest of
Sel f. o

Sri Bhagavan to support it, narrated the following story :

i Vthdl [ the name of Lord Krishna at Pandarpur temple ] found His devotee Namdev
had not realized the Supreme Truth and wanted to teach him. The Saints of Maharashtra
had gone on a pilgrimage in a group and had returned to Pandarpur. Gora Kumbhar was
one among them and invited them all to his residence and offered a feast. At the feast,
Saint Jnaneshwar, in collusion with Gora , told Gora publicly,
engaged in making pots and testing them to see which are properly baked and which are
not. These pots before you (i.e., the Saints) are the pots of Brahma. See which of these are

sound and whi cThheareapromt,. &Gora sai d, 6Yes Swami,

the stick with which he used to tap his pots to test their soundness;

Saint Namdev offering worship to Lord Vitthal 15



and holding it aloft in his hand, he went to each of his guest and tapped each on the head
as he usually did to his pots. Each guest humbly submitted to such tapping.

fiBut, when Gora approached Namdev, the |l atter indignantly
what do you mean by comi ng tG@orattheneuponeolddnanéshwah a t
6 Swami |, al | t he eeh preperlyfbakeds Thisaones ( ilke., Namdev) is not yet

properly bakedd All the assembled guests burst into laughter. Namdev felt greatly
humiliated and ran up to the temple to Vitthal with whom he was on the most intimate terms
-- playing with him, eating with him, sleeping with him and so on. Namdev complained to
Vitthal of the humiliation he had been subjected to -- one who is the closest friend and
companion of God Himself. Vitthal (who of course knew all this) pretended to sympathise

with him, asked f or al |l the details of t h e. Aiter phpagimgi n g s
everything, Vitthalsai d, &6Why should you not have kept qu
as all othersdid? That 1 s why all t hi BhereupanWNbmdev ched sll tlkeo me .
more and said, 6You also want t o Wby shouldH baveot h e

submitted like the others ? Am | not your closest friend, your child ?6 Vitthal said, 6 Yo u
have not properly understood the Truth. And, you wonot Itelhyde Bsttgatod i f
the Saint who is in aruined temple in the forest. He wi | | be able to give

fiNamdev accordingly went there and found an old, unassuming man sleeping in a
corner of the temple with his feet on a Siva Linga[idol,dingad, i s the symbol f
Namdev could hardly believe this was the man from whom he i the companion of God
Vitthal 7 was to gain Enlightenment. However, as there was none else there, Namdev went
near the old man and clapped his hands. The old man woke up with a start and seeing
Namdev, sai d, 60Oh, you are Namdev whom Wamdévh al
was dumb-founded and began to think, 060Thi s must h é&tillahe thouglat it wasa n 6
revolting that any man, however great, should be resting his feet on a Siva Linga. He asked
the ol d man, 6You seem t But sé prapegforgautto hawe yauofeed g e .
onaSivaLi ngaTRPé& ol d man replied, Sivahingaa rWherangit? eet
Please remove my feet el s e wHaende® retnoved the feet and put them in various
places. Wherever they were put, there was a Siva Linga. Finally, he took them on his lap
and he himself became a Siva Linga. Then, he realized the Truth. The Saints ai d, 6Now,
cangobac k. 6 0o

~

Sri Bhagavan added n o1t i's to be noted tha
touched the feet of his Guru, Enl i ght enment came. O

After his final Enlightenment, Namdev returned to his house and for some days did
not go to Vitthalé6 gsemple, though it had been his habit to visit Vitthal at the temple every
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day, and spend most of his time with Him. So, after a few days, Vitthal himself went to

Namdevds house and |li ke a guileless soul enquir
him and never visited him. Namdev repl i ed, réfddbbng me, Ole Lad! | know
now. Where is the place you are not ?606

Then, Vitthal said, 6éSo, ydhatiswhyyou had eorbegdemstn d t
for this final lessonfromaSage ! 6

Sri Bhagavan particularly picked up this story only to point out that even if one is a
friend of God, one has to be enlightened in the satsang of a Sage only.

Verse No. 3:

oWhen one has learned to love the company of Sages, where is the need
for all these rules of disci plines ?  When a pleasant, cool southern breeze Is
bl owi ng, what need I s there for a hand fan ?

Q.

Sri Bhagavan said : fiwWhen | was up the hill, along with her school-mates of the same
age, Chellamma (daughter of Echamma) used to come. Sometimes, they used to bring
their dolls and per f or At other emesd, ohey used tonbairrgrricea dhalls .
etc., cook and eat and give me also from their preparation.

AiEchamma used to fast every now and then. Her
daughter Chellamma too started to fast with Echamma. But
then Chellamma was very young and used to suffer a lot in
consequence. Echamma sent food for me through her. One
day, Chellamma brought me food even though she was
fasting that day. How could | eat when she was not taking
any food ? | told her that she should not indulge in such
fasts being young, and somehow prevailed upon her to eat.
Next day, while she was coming up the hill with food, she
found a piece of paper. It appeared to contain some Sanskrit
sloka and so she brought it with her to show it to me. When |
saw that, | found it contained this sloka. | said, toLo
contains the same thing I tShd d vy
asked me what its meaning was and so, | translated it into a
verse in Tamil and explained its meaning to her. Thereafter, she gave up her fast. She had
great faith in me.o

Virupaksha Cave (an early photo)
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Sri Bhagavan at Skandasramam - Ganesan with his father and T.P.Ramachandra lyer -
(standing behind )

18



Pavalakunru (back view):
"...The best course, therefore,
is to remain silent’’ — a portion
of His written upadesa to His
Mother.

The Sacred Son
and the Holy Mother.




Mulaippal Thirtham — ‘“‘for
centuries the only source of
water for sadhus living up on
the Hill”’

Mango Tree Cave:
Sri Bhagavan’s
summer residence.

Virupaksha Cave
— the Maharshi’s
abode for 17

years, where
blossoming of his
jnana granthas and
bhakti granthas
began.

Skandashram —
‘*a peace-suffused
atmosphere”’



Verses No. 4 and 5 :

oHeat s overcome by the cool want lgyhttle wiehf -t he

fulfilling tree; and, sin by the holy river Ganges. Those three 0  heat, want
and sin 0 flee at the august sight of the peerless Sage. O
oHol y rivers, whi ch are only water, made@df | do
stones and metals, are not as mighty as the Sages are. For, while they make
one pure in the course of a long time, the Sageds eyes by a mere

at once. o

| again quote Sri Bhagavan who once said : One day, | was going out from
Skandashram. That day, Chellamma had some bit of a newspaper in her hand and was
learning by heartasongfromdé Yo ga V a mipraibetohtlbe benefits of satsanga:

ABy the association with holy men, t he | mper
luck and the inauspicious auspicious. For those who have bathed in the Ganges of
fellowship with such realized souls, homa, yagna, penance, alms--giving, bathing in sacred
rivers, are all unnecessary. Seek, therefore, by all means, the company of the wise, which
i's a boat to carry one across the ocean of birttht

* k% k% %

A devotee asked the Maharshi: A My professi on requires that
vicinity of Sages and Saints. Can | have Realisation even in the absence of satsang ? 0

Sri Bhagavan asSATG e@athdam pr ait yogy anesaati amd At h
of s e | Mhe Saint is that SELF of selves. He is immanent in all. Can any one remain
without the SELF ? No. So, no oneis away from gatsa n g 0

AThe man is always the SELF and yet, he does
non-self, viz., the body, etc. Such confusionisdue t o ¢ i g rfthe egmocarc@& be wiped
out, the confusion will cease to exist and the true Knowledge will be unfolded. By
remaining in contact with Realised Sages, the m
removal is complete. Theeternal SELF i s thus revealed. 0

21



i Gatsanga dneans 6 s a n @ss@ciation) with 6 S A TodS A iB @nly the SELF. Since
the SELF is not now understood to be 6 S a thé company of the Sage who has thus

understood is sought. Thatis 6 S-&d n g.ard@roversion results. Then,6 SAIT® revelal ed
f7alks O Nos.482, 350, 283 ]

Just as even the strongest man, like Hercules, cannot lift the stool on which he is
seated, we can never transcend the 6illusiond
established in the Reality which is our true state of Being. It is true that God created every
being equal in all respects ! Yet, if one mistakes oneself to be a separate individual -- away
and apart from the single, solid Reality which every one of us truly IS -- one has to seek a
source which wil/ help us release ourselves fron

Whil e oneds rbéamd chidloy caacncept the concelke Godf 0s
Messiahs, Incarnations, Avatars 1 it refuses to accept that it itself is the very s a m&upérior
Be i n ¢d0@e needs enormous help to lift oneself up to realize that one is ever the Reality
only. Sages and Saints who have already trodden the path and transcended the

6l i mi t,atrieonshée OMi | est onesod, t he dlei cabstph auasne 66 a

Wi t h i Thérefdre, seeking the Sages and Saints, being in their presence and imbibing

their spiritual instructionsist he safest, surest and quickest o&w
OTRUTHOG therebe vsehri n6 ng power fully ; tand, hetgbeg |

ignorant of theever-e xi sting BhRJaAM&GnN Ramana refers to OTI
PowerTch.e fAHigher Power o i s t he&nocegceptions, np padigliegyrat y o
all ! Yet, the ignorant aspirant feels the duality of dheredand dered This is the ignorance

that should go, that should get wiped out. The Maharshi pointedly referred to this

i gnoranced as the fault o f 0identifying onese
ignoring the truth tHiagth eo n eP Bavgidedvireeraspiramts to fshift
onebs attent-toothrom bber O6TRUTHS®S

The act of shifting oneédsadt tbbrotdiydn afnrdo nd mti e
exi stent Reality ®eingedos gwne Palpibtyal saghama@ Onea s (
needs guidance to do spiritual sadhana! The Buddhist analogy i 6 f i nger poi nt i |
Mo o i s a good example. Likewise, the Sage, the Saint does not create the Reality, but
only removes o0neadthat ong canm Hoaatecaad see the Reality ! Unlike in the
analogy where the wayfarer enables one to see the Moon @utsided of oneself, the Sage
enables one to recognise the Reality avithinbones el f as o nexi8tent BRWTH!e v e r

Hence, the Maharshi emphasized: 0 Seek t mpaogy of Slageso

* *k k% %
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Having defined the true significance and the importance of spiritual sadhana and
satsang ( the company of Sages and Saints), | feel, it would be helpful if | shared with you
as to how | was guided throughout my spiritual life. Sri Bhagavan said: "The efforts made
by the aspirant and the pouring in of Guru's Grace on him, are synonymous and
simultaneous. They are not two different things, but one and the same process of spiritual
fulfillment.” The importance of this sharing is to focus attention on and emphasize how the
OHi gher Power 60 ¢ Bleadeenserga with ¢he komtent of the spiritual stories. It
will help you in your own spiritual sadhana.

| had the good fortune of being brought up in Sri Ramanasramam by the Old

Devoteesof SsiBhagavan who knew Sr i Uhtléawas foarteena enlyGG&wo d 06 .

Sri Bhagavan as my granduncle and an extraordinarily compassionate old man! | obtained
a degree in Economics in 1956. For the next two years, viz., up to 1958, | made fervent
efforts to get a job and help support my father financially. To begin with, | stayed at the
Ashram and started helping my father with the Ashram work. Then, neither did | have any
inclination towards spiritual life nor to stay on in the Ashram on a permanent basis. But, all
my efforts to get employed outside, failed!

At that time, the Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Madras, Dr. T.M.P. Mahadevan, used to often visit the Ashram. | was drawn
to him, his erudition and his calm nature. In 1958, he guided me to join the
University for a Masterbés Course in
year that Sri Bhagavan's unique teaching of Self-Enquiry was being

included in the syllabus. For the next two years | studied in the University
: : . of Madras and obtained a Master's degree in Philosophy. | thus learnt both
Dr.T.M.P.Mahadevan €astern and western philosophy as academic subjects. While Dr. T.M.P.
Mahadevan and other three professors taught eastern philosophy, western philosophy was
taught exclusively by a genius, Dr. C.T.K. Chari. His elucidations on Berkeley, Hegel,
Immanuel Kant and Henri Bergson captivated my heart.

When | once expressed to Dr. Chari my wonder and |
elation in listening to his exposition on the philosophy of :
Henri Bergson, he said: "Though other philosophers did
not agree with his theory on &lan Vitald [vital impetus],
Henri Bergson is the Western philosopher besides Spinoza,
who came very close to the Vedanta philosophy of the
Hindus." He added: nAIl I t he wiasdite
of their brilliant analysis, could at the most arrive only at ¥
'Karmam Jadamd[ Actions are insentient 6]. For Bhagavan

Dr.C.T.K.Chari
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Ramana, it is the beginning of his exposition on Truth. The very first verse in his dhirty
Verses of Instruction’, commences with this statement. Then, he goes on building up to his
conclusion that one's own being is the Final Truth. How true it is ! Western philosophies

coul d not progress further, as t heir depende

understanding and never based on intuitive experience. Bhagavan Ramana, however, gives
an acceptable blend between logical conclusions and intuitive confirmations through his
practical method of the 'Who Am 1?' enquiry. Through Self-Enquiry each one can directly
experience the Truth in oneself!"

On the completion of my Master& in Philosophy, Dr. Mahadevan advised me to take
up the three year Ph.D. course. He said that | could bring out a systematic research paper
on the greatness and necessity of Bhagavan Ramana's Self-Enquiry and get a Doctorate in
Philosophy. Another professor suggested that | bring out a paper synthesizing Bhagavan
Ramana's Self-Enquiry with the essence of all existing religions. Both professors were very
fond of me and interested in my welfare. Somehow, | was not fully convinced.

I went to Dr. Chari and told him about my plight. He listened attentively and then
asked me, "Do you want to get a Doctorate in Philosophy, like all of us? What are you
going to do after you obtain the Doctorate? Become a Professor of Philosophy in some
University? And lecture on philosophy all your life? Look at us. We talk on philosophy,
every day; but, what is our spiritual achievement? Nil." | was overwhelmed by the force of
conviction and candour with which he drove home his point!

He got up, came near me and putting his hands on my shoulders, said in a melting
voice, "Ganesan! Do you want to live a true spiritual life, like your granduncle or give
courses on the theories of philosophies, all your life, like us Professors ?"

After a few moments, he continued: "Go and live at the Ashram.
Practise your granduncle's supreme teaching of True Spirituality. His
teaching of 'Who Am I?' Self-Enquiry is the pinnacle of all philosophies -
the highest truth! Live that teaching, Ganesan! To quote Swami
Vi vekananda: 6Any p h i Adoastay ash theory,enslipbe cai
windmill around one's neck, whereas its practice is Heaven on Earth'. |
bless you!"

Dr. Chari was my first mentor and his blessing enabled me to come back to the
Ashram in 1959 and stay put there. That guidance to stay at the Ashram by Dr. Chari was
the harbinger of a plethora of guidances that were shared by the Old Devotees of Sri
Bhagavan. It was one Old Devotee or the other who guided me -- literally took me -- to the

Sages and Saints who in turn helped me gain spiritual maturity.
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In 1959 itself, Pundit T.K. Sundaresa lyer revealed the
greatness of the Siddha Purusha YOGI RAMSURATKUMAR and
then, in 1960 sent me to SWAMI RAMDAS; Swami Ramdas guided
me to MATAJI KRISHNA BAI; Munagala Venkataramiah, author of
Talks with Sri_ Ramana Maharshi made me experience the spiritual

- greatness of MOTHER RAMA DEVI; Balarama Reddiar took me to
~~ Madras and made me receive the blessings of MA ANANDAMAYEE
MA; Framji and Dorab took me to J. KRISHNAMURTI and later,
Framji's daughter Soona Nicholson took me to NISARGADATTA
T.K.Sundaresa lyer MAHARAJ.

The guidance of the Old Devotees of Sri Bhagavan continued in my life. | learnt that
sadhana, guidance, Grace and spiritual progress are a continuum, similar to one getting
onto a @onveyor beltd The very momentum of one taking up the spiritual path and getting
guidance from a Sage, will take the seeker smoothly and assuredly towards the destination
of Self-Realisation!

You will be interested to know that as recently as this .
year [2016], Anuradha and | were taken by a devotee of Sri .:1
Bhagavan, to a Saint living at Velpur in Andhra Pradesh. He is
addr essed IMgunadBwamiasncedhe is in total silence
from 1985 onwards. He is a true follower of our beloved
Bhagavan. It can safely be said that he lives in principle and
practice the instructions of Sri Bhagavan, in almost every way.

After reading ®Ramana Periya Puranam@ Velpur dMounab Vel pMounah Swanm
Swami instantly arranged for its translation into the local
language, Telugu. Then, he got several thousand copies of it
printed and had them distributed to the aspirants who flock
to have his darshan. Coming across many references in that

book to my having met many Saints and the spiritual benefits
| gained through these meetings, he requested me to write
them all down in a book. He said that just as Ramana Periya
Puranaméhad brought to light how the Old Devotees of Sri
Bhagavan benefitted from their close association with Sri

Bhagavan, this second book, dMeetings with Sages and

Saintsd would help spiritual aspirants to seek the company
of Sages and Saints and thereby get benefitted.
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"While Bhagavan Ramana is the d&Pole Star6- the Satguru guiding us all - the Sages
and Saints are like the d.ighthousesdthrowing light wherever and whenever the aspirants
meet with dark patches of ignorance, doubts and wrong knowledge - ajnana, sandheha,
vipareedha jnana - during their spiritual sadhana."

V.Ganesan, A.Ramana,Anuradha,Elizabeth MacDonald

| did not feel inspired to write it in seclusion; and, | kept procrastinating, postponing,
until Anuradha reminded me how the founder of AHAM, A. Ramana and Elizabeth
MacDonald wholeheartedly cooperated during the past by arranging 49 talks by me, each
lasting an hour, and also put them up on their AHAM Website - you will be happy to know
that already more than 300,000 downloads of this compact compendium have happened
from this website. She said that we would request, likewise, the present Director of AHAM,
Stanley Davis,Jr., to arrange for these talks on dMeetings with Sages and Saintsd He has
extended a very hearty welcome to us both and here we are in front of you....!

| humbly request you to read this book, dvieetings with Sages and Saintsg with

interest and attention as it will benefit you tremendously in your spiritual sadhana.
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| have apportioned each article into three sections: d.ife of the Sage§ dlreaching of
the Sageband the GGage and Med Wh i | e Lifeh e a dehchiagd

are very i mpo:
third part dealing with me, perhaps, might help you in understanding the ups and downs in
your efforts to mature spiritually.

| assure you that in every such effort of yours, the Grace of Guru Ramana and the
blessings of the Sages and Saints will empower you in your march towards the goal of Self-
Realisation.

Sri Bhagavan is blessing us all :

" Very easy Is ‘Self  -Realisation’.

Truly very easy, indeed!

* k * % %

%
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|

Ramana-bhaktas of AHAM Center, Asheboro, USA
who listened to the twelve talks onthe 6 Me et withga g e s

and Saintsbo
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Om Namo Bhagavate Sri Ramanaya

BHAGAVAN SRI RAMANA MAHARSHI

Life

Kashi, also called Varanasi, is one of the oldest cities in the world. Sages and Saints
have regarded it as the most sacred place since time immemorial. The holy river Ganga
turns back towards its source -- the Himalayas -- at Kashi. So, it has the name 6 Ut t
Vahimaroe, meani ng o6 Burh a thrn folards itsrgpdrce, Sages say, is most
auspicious for obtaining peace and spiritual fulfillment. Through all ages, Sages have
visited Kashi for the sole purpose of taking a dip in the Uttara Vahini

i Kas-Naranasi-i s one of the ol dest cities i



fie. Ut t ar ab-rViasherniGanga turns toOwards its sourc:

- an act which they felt helped them turn within to their Source and remain established in
the Reality of Inner Silence.

A child was born in a South Indian village -- Tiruchuzhi -- on December 30, 1879, on
thesacred 6 Ar d hr a [Dlayi g¢he day &ord Siva chose to appear as a Column of G-ired
And it was born at the auspicious time when the idol of the Lord in the local Siva temple,
returned to its shrine inside the temple, after going in procession on the main streets of the

village. This very significant event of returning or turning within became the essence of the
life and teaching of this child, Venkataraman

Tiruchuzhi Madurai Mother Meenakshi
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